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THOMAS SPRATDD.\| 


To the Honourable - | | A \- 
Sir WillanSrichard Knight and Alderman, ©” 1 
Preſident of the Artillery Company, ja 29 oF 4 
Sir Fames Smich Knight and. Alderman,” * 
Vice-Prefident, - CROIC | 

| To'the Right Worſhipful, 
Sir : » Matthew Andrews Treaſurer. 


| . As alſo to theRight Honourable, 
Earl of Thanet, Lord Allington, 
Lord Lumley, Lord Paſton, 
To the Right Worſhipfal, and Worſkipfu), 
Sir Fohn Narborough, |Fobn Shales Eſq; 
Philip Frowd Eſq; | Maj.Richard Burdon. © 
0 5 TC WAaREDS 


And to the whole Court, of Afſhiſtants, Fie!d-Officers, 
Captains, and Gentlemen, Profefſling and Exerciſing Arms 
in that Renowned and Honourable Society. 


Right Honourable, @*c. 


'N obedience to your commands, I have publiſhed this honeſt- 

F and loyal Diſcourſe : which is all I can ſay to its advan 

tage: except, what was an unexpeted commendation to 

it, that the Enemies. of our Church and State have | thought 

fit to diſlike it 3 and to ſhew they did ſo, have had recourſe to 
| | ' E at 


their. 


The Epiſtle Dedicatoxy. 


their old Arts of lying, and ſlandering. But it is no mattcy 
what they ſay, or do 3 whilft zon continue like your ſelves, to 
think the pra@ice of Loyalty not only a part of your Profeſſion, 
as Souldiers, bit of your Religion us Chriſtians, 

As to the main Do@rine here delivered, there is not any 
' ove true Son of the Church of England, but will conſent to 
it : nor any of its Adverſaries, that can oppoſe it without 
renouncing the common Principles of Chriſtian. Government. 
As for the manner of handling it, I have reaſon to ach, your par- 
don, but not theirs. That I have wot managed it as ſo noble an 


Argument deſerves, T beg your excuſe. That 1 have not treated of 
it with bitterneſs, or virulency; I believe, even they will confeſs, — 


when they ſhall read it ;, and let then conſider, what modera- 
tion, and temper a man had need be of, that in this Nation, 
and this Age, ſhall ſpeak, againſs FaGion, and Rebellion, with- 


.. out extraordinary Severity. 


Right Honourable, ee, 


I am 


, a Your moſt humble, and moſt 


obedient Servant 


Thomas Sprat. 
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St.LuU K E xx11. part of wer. 36. 


He that bath :10 Sword, let him ſell his garment 
and buy one. 


| dilHen in ſuch Warlike Solemaities, as 
WAV yours of this day, men of my Pro- 
EYE fellion are admitted to the honour 
LSALS! of bearing any part, I ſuppole it is 
not expected, that we ſhould cloy, and vex your 
ears With the terms of your own Art; or.affe&t 
impertinently to entertain you with diſcourſes on 
the Heroic Science of Arms. The weapons of our cor. 10.4- 
warfare are not carnal , but ſpiritual. And it it was 
juſtly eſteemed once a very indecent preſumprti- 
on in a Philolopher, to read a Lecture of Bat- 
tels before one great Commander ; how much 
SH B more 
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' more improper would it be for a Divine to un- 
dertake to teach the Art of War inthe preſcace 
of ſo many. 

But when you call us hither to ſerve you in 
theſe your annual Triumphs, I know you do it 
with a pious deſign, Thar as all Wars of old were 
uſually begun with a public Sacrifice, ſo theſe 
your cxerciſes of War ſhould firſt be conſecrated 
by devotion; That here in the Houſe of God 
you ſhould firſt receive the Churches Prayers 
and Benedictions on thoſe Weapons, which 
abroad you are fo ready to employ in the 
Churches defence ; That of thoſe Arms,of which 
you have elſewhere learnt the skiltul, and the 
olorious practice, here you might conſider the 
{aving, and the religious uſe: How a meer na- 
rural Courage may be lo improved by Piety, as 
to become a moſt Chriſtian Grace : How Vi- 
ory may be not only made lawful, .and barely 
innocent, but how it may be ſancified : and 
ſanftified, not firſt by Rebellion, then by Sa- 
crilege ; but by fighting only in a truly good 
and righteous Cauſe; and by defending it, 
not 'with hypocritical zeal, and zealous cru-, 
elty , not only with Valour, and Conduct; but 
with Fidelity, Loyalty, Juſtice, Equity, and 
Charity. How this may be done, it being, 
t humbly conceive, my proper buſineſs here 
to. deliberate 3 whilſt I endeayour to do it; 
| I. 
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I muſt intreatche favour, not only of your com- 
mon patience, but of your more than ordinary 
pardon : if, belides my many other infirmities, 
that, which ought to have been an advantage, 
{ſhall prove my diladvantage: if even this great 
appearance, ſo beautifully.terrible, as an- Army 
with Banners, which guards this place, and ſe- 
cures all within it, and round about it, particu- 
larly us of the Clergy, ſhall yer happen ſome. 
what to dilſcompole me, ſo that I ſhall not be 
able to bring a firmneſs of mind equal to the 
greatne(s of the occaſion, 

However for my incouragement I have 
brought with me our bleſſed Lord, the Great 
Captain of our Salvation, ſpeaking to you with 
power: and, inthe words « my Text, pronoun- 
cing thar, which at firſt hearing, ſeems a molt 
ſurprizing Doctrine for the Prince of peace to de- 
liver : That ſometimes the Habiliments of War 
are more neceſlary, more becoming a Chriſtian, 
than che very Robes of Peace : That in ſome ſea- 
ſons of imminent danger, thoſe of his Nilciples, 
who had not Swords, were obliged to ſell, if need 
were,their very garments to buy them. | 

Such is the literal ſenſe of the words. But was 
not this a ſtrange Precept for that King toinjoyn, 
whoſe Kingdom was-net of this world > How could Johr8.36. 
this be conliftent with that meekneſs in Perſecu- 
tions, that long-ſuffering of Injuries, that very 
| 2 love 
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Luke 2.14. 


Mat.26.52. 


A Sermon Preached 


love of Enemies, wich which his whole Goſpel 
abounds > How was this conformable to his 
mild example, who went as a Sheep to the ſlaughter, 
and a; a Lamb that #s dumb * Who though he might 
have ſummoned more than twelve Legions of Angels 
to his immediate reſcue, yet never employed 
them as a Triumphant Hoſt, bur as an Harmo. 
nious Choir, to {ing Peace en Earth, good-will to- 
wards men. How comes he juſt then, as he was 
going to be betrayed by one of his own Diſciples, 
into the hands of his moſt cruel Enemies, againſt 
whom he deſigned nothing leſs than on, 
how comes he then to talk of furniſhing his At- 
tendants with Inſtruments of War, 7 of pre- 
ferring Swords before Garments ? Then eſpeci- 
ally, when preſently after, as foon as he was 
ſeized on by the High Prieſts Officers, he levere- 
ly rebuked the great Apoſtle St. Peter for but 
once uſing the Sword : Put up thy Sword, lays he, 
into its place. He that taketh the Sword ſhall periſh by 
the Sword. 

It is true, theſe two remarkable Sentences of 
our bleſſed Saviour, that to St. Peter, and this in 
my Text, may ſeem at firſt view capable of con- 
trary interpretations. Bur if we ſhall examine the 
circumſtances, and occaſions of their delivery, we 
{hall foon find that they do not only very well 
agree with each other, bur both together may 


teach us the whole Chriſtian Doctrine of War : 


what 
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what uſe of ſecular Arms the Goſpel' permits, 
what it condemns. 

Firſt, St. Peters caſe was this ; he, with an un- 
ſeaſonable paſſion, proceeding from his own in- 
temperate Zea], without any call from his Supe- 
riours, had wounded the High Prieſts Servant, 
whilſt he was performing, 'tis true, a moſt unjuſt 
action, but was commiſſioned to do it by publick 
authority. Him therefore his Maſter —_ for 
ſtriking with the Sword without a ſufficient war- 
rant. That he blames as an illegal attempt of a 
private man againſt a publick Officer. 

Put up thy Sword, ſays he, O Peter. Submit wita 
patience. Oppole not Authority. Do not thou 
break the Laws of thy Country though for kind- 
neſs.and love of me. Put up thy Sword. He that 
uſesithe Sword unlawtully, though on a pretence 
never ſo pious, ſhall periſh by the Sword : ſhall ei- 
ther be deſtroyed by it here, or puniſh'd hereafter 
by God himſelf for having ſouſed it. 

Wherefore we are not to conclude, that our 
bleſled Lord, by this check given to St. Peter, did 
abſolutely prohibir all manner of uſing the Sword 
among Chriſtians ; but only that he taught us the 


great duty of Chriſtian ſubmiſſion. For if St. Pe- 


ter was, then certainly all other Chriſtian Subjects 
are, forbidden to unſheath the Sword againſt their 
lawful Soveraign, or his Miniſters, as they are 
commiſſioned by him, though they do it on a 

pretext 
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pretext ſo ſpiritual, as the cauſe of Chriſt himſelt, 
And of all that call themſelves Chriſtians, me- 
thinks the pretended Succeſlors of St. Peter might 
hence have been warned, not to graſp at an uni- 
verſal power of the Sword, or to uſurp a Tem- 
poral Soveraignty over the world, on any ſha- 
dow of right derived from St. Peter ; {ince he was 
ſo far from having any ſuch power, ſo unluicable 
co his Apoſtleſhip, that of all che Apoſtles, St. Pe- 
ter only was leftro himſelf, co give an opportuni- 
ty,by his publick reproof, for confirming the quite 
contrary Doctrine. | 

Now in my Text,our bleſſed Lord prepares his 
Diſciples, with extraordinary courage to over- 
come thoſe dangers they had hitherto been freed 
from : but after he ſhould leave them, they were 
preſently to encounter. In the verſe foregoing he 
appeals to them, whether they had wanted any 
thing in his ſervice, though formerly he had (ent 
them forth without Purſes, or Scrips, or Shoes ; 
without having taken any common care before- 
hand: for their ſubſiſtence : and they acknow- 
ledging they had lacked nothing, He proceeds 
hereto adviſe them, that, for the tuture, whoever 
had Purſes, or Scrips, they ſhould not neglect 
them; whoever had not Swords, they ſhould 
provide them. 

Eraſmus in a juſt indignation, that the Gram- 


matical ſenſe of theſe words ſhould be {o wreſted 
TIUS LOUIE by 
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by ſome Interpreters as to juſtifie the groundleſs 
Quarrels, and cruel Wars between the Chriſtian 
Princes of his time, will allow my Text to have 
only a myltical meaning, and interprets it thus : 
He that has no Sword of the Goſpel, or of the 
Word of God, let him by all means procure ir. 

But the general voice of the beſt Interpreters cavin,cnti- | 
agree, thar our Lord, by putting his followers in 77: 
mind of furniſhing themſelves with Purſes,Scrips, 
and Swords, does, as by ſo many Symbols, and 
Signs, repreſent to them, that now ſhortly far 
worle times of perils, and perſecutions attended 
chem ; that therefore they ought to be more cau- 
tious, and watchful, more careful to be ſupplied 
with all inward, and outward juſt afſiſtances, as 
all men are wont to make a greater proviſion of 
Purſes, Scrips, and Swords, when they perceive 
{ome great and imminent dangers approaching. 

My Text therefore being apparently a figura- 
tive expreſſion, whereby our Lord commands all 
his followers to arm their minds againſt the Spi-+ 
ritual Conflicts, and Temporal AfMictions they 
were to meet with ; I beg the liberty only to ule 
the figure no farther than St. Auſtin does, who conv: 3- 
cites this very place aginſt thoſe Heretics, that 
condemned all uſe of ſecular Arms as unlawful : 

So I crave leave from this - Symbol of buyin 

Swords to infer thus much, that although ſpirt- 

tual Arms are a Chriftians proper weapons in 
times 
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' times of danger; yet even the natural means of 


juſt defence are allowed to Chriſtians, as well as 
co other men. 

A Dodtrine which the ſevereſt of our bleſſed 
Lords Precepts donot in the leaſt overthrow. For 
although it is certain, that by ſuch Commands as 
that, Unto him that ſmiteth thee on the one cheek 
effer alſo the other, we are poſitively required to bear 
all colerable injuries with mildnels, and ſelf-deni- 
al . yet no Caſuit is ſo ſevere in expounding that 
and the like Scriptures, but they univerſally grant, 
that when private mens lives are in jeopardy, and 
much more when the public lite of the State is 
in danger, the free uſe of all the honeſt means of 
Perſonal, or Political ſafery was never prohibited 
by our bleſſed Saviour. 

Now then from this figure of a Sword, I take 
occaſion to propoſe this great truth to be the ſub. 
ject of my preſent Diſcourſe. That notwithſtand- 
rag the moſt Evangelical Precepts of meeknels, 


Patience, forgiving, bleſſing, and praying for Ene. 


mies, ſtill the warlike furniture, and uſe of juſt 
Arms is in all Ages of Chriſtianity lawful, is in 
ſome ſeaſons, ſome exigencies of times, a Duty 
more incumbent than the very Arts of Peace ; 
that Chriſtians, as well as other men, may fur- 
niſh themſelves with Swords, not to act the leaſt 
private injury, but to defend themlelyes, as much 
as may be, againſt all ; and eſpecially MEI 

their 
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tale Swords, when Jawhully called, againſt 


public injury ; in aſlilting the - Civil . Stare of 
which they are members ;, 'in- fighting the Lords 
Battels; and them they. fight the; Lords Bircels;: 
when they fight for the caule' of theircemporal 


Princes. : 


' . Ofithis Doctrjne,-when I ſhall : have briefly: 


diſpatched che genera] Theory, I!:will then, God. 
willing, if your atrention ſhall hold our, try to 
reduce it tothe particular practice, and magna- 
nimous deſign of this' great Aſſembly, by" re- 
preſenting-.to you, that, if ever there was any 
Time, or Country, or Society of men, to which 
our pure and peaceable Religion it felt hasmore 
than ordinarily recommended the: pious. uſe of 


' the Sword, or the due preparations for uling” 


it, this is the Time, this the Conntry, this the 
age L you having ſuch Laws and. Liberties 
to defend ; not againſt your Prince, to: whom, 
or to his Progenitors you owe them ; bur againſt 
the ſame. parties''of your Fellow-Subjetts, who 
once already ulurped them ; you! having ſuch a 
Church and Faith. co conterid for, againſt: forein 
Ulſurpations, Domeſtic, Separations, ; and Com- 
binartians of Separation; you having ſuch a Faiths. 
Defender toſerve with: your Purſes, your Scrips, 
your. Swords, your-Lives ;c; 5 WE 


% - 


_ As. to the. firſt . ching propounded ; L ſhall 
not ſpend time in proving this .uiniverſal 
: truth, 
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truth, That all defenſive, or offenſive means 
means of ſafety, which amongſt all men are 
righteous, are equally ſo to Chriſtians as to- 
any other part of Mankind. It will be enough 
in this matter to ſay, That all the Inſtruments 
of a juſt defence, or offence, are by the Chri. 
ſtian Law as much allowed to be uſed, as 
by the Natural Law they are taught to be 
provided. | 

And that, ſays the Heathen Orator, is a 
Law not given to us, but born with us, to 
which we were not educated, but made ; which 
we took not from reading, or inſtitution, but 
from the very Principles of our beings : chat 
when ever our Lives are in danger, from the 
treachery of Robbers, or rage of Enemies, then 
Omnis honeſta eſſet ratio expediende ſalutis, then, 
ſays he, all ways of ſecuring our ſelves are 
honeſt, and even honourable, for ſo the word 
honeſtum does uſually ſignifee. 

I muſt not go fo far as Tully does; I can- 
not ſay, with him, that all ways of defend- 
ing our Lives from danger are honeſt ; much 
leis are- they honourable. Bur this I will fay, 
that all Lawful. ways, in ſuch caſes, are not 
only.truly honourable, but truly Chriſtian, and - 
I will uſe no other proof of ic than what he. 
alledges, Thar this is. moſt agreeable to the true 
Law of Nature. 

For, 
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For, let none be miſtaken, the Dodrine of 
Chriſt, in its higheſt Diſpenſations of Grace, 
in its ſevereſt Rules of Mortification, did ne- 
ver deſign to aboliſh the original Dictates of 
Right Reaſon, or of ſincere Nature : but ra- 
ther to correct the irregularities of Reaſon mil. 
guided, and to. reform the Deprayations of 
Nature corrupted. Of Right Reaſon and Na- 
cure all the Light and Rules were written by 
the _—_ of God on the hearts of men; of 
the Golpel all the Truths and Precepts were 
written by the Holy Spirit of God in- his re- 
vealed Word. The Hand indeed and the 
Character of the one is much clearer and 
more legible than the other, But, ſince the 
ſame God was the Author of both, they can-- 
not in the leaſt contradict each other. 

For its part, ſo far is the Goſpel from do- 
ing ſo, ſo far from deſtroying the common 
Principles of Humanity, towards our being, 
or well-being in this werld, that ir more 
ſtrongly confirms, and advances them all by 
the higher Commands of Chriſtianiry. So far 
it is from extinguiſhing the harmleſs defire of 
ſelt-preſervation, that of all Inſtitutions in the 
world it propoſes the beſt means to effect 
It. : | WS 

Wherefore that is a thing rather to be ta- 
ken for granted than ers, Thac the uſe of 

| C 
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the Sword, for public or. private defence, is 
lawhul among Chriſtians : A let-evident truth ; 
denied by none but by ſome wild Secs. of 
Enthuſiaſts, And indeed ir were to be wiſhed 
that all thoſe who are of chat opinion would 
ia practice ſtick to it, fince-it may be obſcr- 
= of chem, . that they are never | againſt the 
uſe of the Sword: but when they are not, Maſters 
of it, 
Thus far then your Daty is plain before 
you, The profeſſioa of Arms 1s, not in the 
leaſt comfadiftory to the Chriſtian -Profeſlion 
in general. Bur ſtill there is ſome difficulty 
behind, how the forcible drawing of the Sword. 
can be conſiſtent with thoſe ſevere and mortify- 
ing Graces, to which above all other Religions, 
indeed well-nigh contrary to all other, Chriſti. 
anity alone obliges all its Diſciples? How War- 
like Enterprizes can ſtand wich Meceknels 2? How 
an undaunted heart with Selt-denial 2 How a da- 
ring ſpirit with Patience > How Conqueſt with 
love of Enemies ? | | 

What ſhall .we ſay in this Queſtion 2 Will 
it ſuffice to affirm, That Chriſt our great Law- 
giver has divided the parts of his Diſcipline ? 
Has diſtributed to ſeveral men their ſeveral por. 
tions of ic according to their diltin& conditi- 
onsin this world 2 That only from ſuch as you, 


the governing and actiye part of mankind, He: 
requires 
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requires Valour, a high Mind, and a brave Spi- 
ric? And. that only from ſuch as us, the lower, 
and the obeying part, he expedts Mildneſs, 
Gentleneſs, Patience ? That cannot be: "For al. 
though to ſeveral Stations and Relations of men 
in this world our bleſſed Lord has afligned their 
peculiar duties: yet to no particular Rank or 
Order of men did he ever confine any one of all 
his general Precepts. 

Wherefore there muſt be ſonie other way 
for all. theſe Virtues, ! char ſeem-ſo extremely 
diſtant, to mect and entirely agree in the ſame 
Breaſts, To thisend, you may be aſſured, that 
our Lord did never ſo: injoyn any one Chri- 
ſtian Grace to- all 'Chriſtians, as -utterly to ex- 
clude any other : He never obliged any of his 
Followers to be ſo meck, as to be withour all 
Courage; nor ſo courageous as to be void of 
all Meckneſs. Bur he has ſo wilely tempeted, 
and graciouſly proportioned all his heayenly 
gifts, that the ſtouteſt courage, which he teaches, 
is always found ro be the meekeſt, and the 
meekeſt heart, which he makes' -1o, is in 
the likelieſt way .to be the ' moſt  coura- 

ous. 

Here then let us fix. It this be true, then 
inftead , of any- jealouſie, : thar the” {trifteſt 


Laws of Chriſt wilt break a brave mind, or 


debaſle - a bold heart to. Cowardize; you 
ought 
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- ought rather hence to conclude, That only 


by his Laws, and the Hopes, and Rewards 
which attend their performance, you can be 


taught a perfect Valour. And conſider, I pray, 


how undeniable this will appear in the particular 
Inſtances. 

It is true, our holy Faith moſt ſolemnly in- 
joyns Condeſcenſion, Long-ſ{uffering, Forbea- 
rance, Mercy, and requires the more of all 
theſe in men to one another, ſince it ſhews 
us there is ſo infinitely much of them in God 
rowards men. But now will any of theſe 
Virtues be a hindrance to the true Fortitude ? 
Rather in the common experience of the beſt, 
and moſt generous part of Mankind, as well 
as of Chriſtians, is not the trueſt Fortitude al- 
ways obſerved to be the moſt inoffenſive, moſt 
acceſſible, hardeſt to be provoked, ealicſt to be 
intreated 2? | 

It is confeſſed, the Law of Chriſt requires 
the moſt fearleſs minds, nevertheleſs to fear 
God; to fear him ſo, as to tremble at offend- 
ing him; fo as to obey him, and by ſuch a 
tear helps us to enjoy him. But now, can 
can there be any ſurer means, than ſuch a 


fear, to raiſe your minds above all unworthy 
fear of men, or worldly dangers? We know 


the Goſpel commands us to fear men too, for 
Gods ſake : obliges the ſtouteſt minds, as much 


AS 
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as the gentlcſt, ro pay an equally-dutiful ſub- 
miſſion to their Lawful Superiours. But does 
the ſtricteſt obedience ſuppreſs the true ſtout- 
neſs 2 Do not you find, that exactneſs of Diſci- 
pline increaſes ic ? Is ic not bruciſh Fericy 


rather than manly Boldneſs, which will 


not endure the eaſte yoke of Conſcientious 
Obedience ? 

Itis granted, our Religion forbids all men to 
invade each others Rights. That, ſays the fierce, 
or the ambitious man, would pur a ſtop to ma- 


- ny a gallant and valorous ation. It would in- 


deed. ro many a licentious, and outragious : 
But not to any worthy Enterprize. For, as 
in Peace nothing can be truly juſt, ſo in War 
nothing can be truly brave, where the ſacred 
diſtin&ion between Right and Wrong isnot kept 
inviolable. | 

' My Brethren, That ſlowneſs, and back- 
wardneſs of attempting upon others unjuſtly, 
that fear of injuring others; for ſuch a Fear, 
it is not your ſhame, but your praiſe to own ; 
that willingneſs to = Pg 
ſelves, which Chriſtianity teaches - all irs Di- 


ers as well as your 


ſciples, will certainly make a Souldier inno-- 


cent in all his Quarrels, and the conſcioul- 


neſs. of that innocence cannot- but- render his 
mind more calm, ſerene, and even invincible. 


Fightings 


in. all their .Events. Whence. come. Wars, and: 
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Fightings among Jon, ſays the Apoſtle, Come 
they not from your Luſts* It 15 true, Rapine, and 
unjuſt Wars come from thence : and that Religi- 
on, which moſt ſubdues your Luſts, will molt re- 
move the occaſions of tuch Wars. Bur. at the 
ſame time, and by the very ſame way, it will 
more ſecure the Succeſs, more increaſe the Re- 
nown, and more brighten the Lulter of. all your 
juſt Arms. | £- | 


Wherefore ſo far is Chriſtianity it ſelf, fo far 


thoſe Doctrines, it molt tenderly cheriſhes as its 
own gemiine produ&; the Doctrines, I mean, of 
Humulity, Patience, Kindneſs to the AMlicted, 
and Pardon of Offenders ; ſo far is.any of theſe 
from being oppolice to the Principles of true Ho. 


nour, and Valour, your Arrt profefles : that who- 


ever would conceive in his mind the perfect Cha. 
racter of an excellent Warrior ; ſo he ought to 
torm his Image ; to furniſh him wich all kinds, 
bur eſpecially to adorn him with this kind of 

ealie, mild, and gentle Virtues. | 
And it the very Heathens thought their Poetic 
Heroes could not be complete, except they- firſt 
received-their Arms from their Gods : How much 
more ought a Chriſtian Hero to fetch his from 
Heaven 2 How dcyoutly ought he to put on the 
whole Armour of God, as St. Paul calls all che Gra- 
ces of a Chriſtian lite, how careful ſhould he 
be, not only to abſtain irom the common {ins, 
which 
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which Religion condemns ; but to aſpire to the 
higheſt Duries, ic commands ! not only not ro be 


givento Luxury, and Debauchery, not only not 


ro owe his valor to his vices; but amidſt ſo many 
more temptations, to keep his Eyes, and Thoughts 
from being defiled, as well as his hands from being 
rapacious : Not only not to blaſpheme Heaven, 
and defy his Maker, with horrid Oaths, and Curles ; 
but more humbly to Reverence, more dutifully te 
depend on that God, to whom he more peculiarly 
appeals : to keep your natural Lives more than or- 
dinarily innocent, which are expoſed to ſo many 
more than natural Deaths : to have your Minds 
free from all ſordid Paflions, or Deſires, far above 
the mean appetites of Avarice , or Cruelty : to 
have true Glory only for your End : to uſe no in- 
elorious means in acquiring it : to have your Cou- 
rages ſtrengthen'd with Truth, Faith, Righteouſ- 
neſs; {weeten'd, and graced with Brotherly Love, 
Pity, Compaſiion : not to be Enemies to your ves 
ry Enemies ; but wy to their Oppreſſions, and 
Injuſtice ; ' be Friends, Lovers, Imitators of their 
virtues : rfot only to be unconcern'd in Dangers, 
but patient in bad, mild in good Succeſs ; merciful 
in Victory, 

Theſe, my Brethren, Religion tells us are the 
chief Excellencies of a Chriſtian. Theſe, you 
know, are the principal Accompliſhments of a 
Soldier. Of theſe your Profeſlion — 
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the Neceſlity, and labors for , what the School © 


pe . 


Chriſt only teaches, the Perfection. 
The uſe, and honor of juſt Arms appearing thus 

conſiſtent with the ſincerity, with the very meek- 
neſs of Chriftianicy : Be pleas'd, that we now go 

on to contemplate, in what ſpecial Opportunities, | 
what conjunEtures of times, they may be moſt 

juſtly, and with trueſt praiſe employ d. 

Firſt without queſtion, always juſtly the Sword 
may be drawn by private Men , to defend their | 
Lives againſt private Aſſaults ; but not alwayes, 
nor at any time, for their private revenge. Your 
perſonal Preſervation from Injury, God has, in 
fome lort, committed to your ſelves, and ro your 
own Swords, as well as to the Magiſtrates care : 
bur in no ſort, diſtin& from the Magiſtrate , has 
God inrruſted to your ſelves, the avenging, of any - 
perſonal Injuries, 

What a bold invaſion then on Authority ! what 
a rude violation of Public Juſtice, is the too com- 
mon il] cuſtom, of Mens ſtriving to right theme 
ſelves by private Duels ! what is it indeed , but 
another kind of Rebellion againſt the Govern- s 
ment ! thatevery man's hand ſhould be ready to 
be lifc up, againſt every man, on every imaginary 
affront ! that the Shadows and Punctilio's of Ho- 
nor ſhould be ſo much, more regarded, than the 
fold Subſtance of ic ! that thoſe weapons, which 


nothing ought to command, but the Sacred m_ 
fr” 
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of your God, and your King, men ſhould oftner 
draw, for every trifle, on every raſh word, again(t 
their Countreymen, their Neighbors , their beſt 
Friends ſometimes ; againſt their King in his Sub- 
jets, againſt their God in his Laws. 

A miſtaken way of mens gaining tothemlſelves 
a contemptible Reputation ; when either Paſſion, 
or Intemperance makes them not themſelves. A 
way of Honor, which the moſt victorious Nations, 
of the Ancient World, ſeldom, or never practis'd ; 
and which that very Nation ofthe Modern World, 
that either firſt introduc'd, or moſt cheriſh'd x, is 
grown quite aſham'd of, | beſeech you, let noc 
the Engliſh think that to be the greateſt bravery, 
which was never eſteem'd brave by the old Ro- 
mans; whoſe National greatneſs of Mind, in other 
things, you ſo much reſemble. Let not the Eng- 
liſh any longer allow that to be praiſe-worthy 
which your next Neighbors on the Continent, your 
old Competitors in Arms, have quite forſaken , as 
diſhonorable : and fince they have done ſo, have 
remarkably flouriſh'd in the Field. 
. You cannot but know, that it has not bin by 
particular Quarrels, or ſingle Combats againſt the 
Will of the Prince, that che Profeſſion of the Sword 
has bin made ſo famous : I muſt ſay , had: there 
bin no other uſe of it, it had ſoon bi moſt infa- 
mous : A Skill fitter for divided Barbarians, than 
for Nations civilized, The virtye, the lovelinets 
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of your Art conſiſts in the joint force of it : that it 
can make whole Troops, and Armies to: have at 


once the ſtrength of a great Mulcitude,and the firm 
Union, and well combined motion, as it were, of 


_ one Man, 


There never was,nor ever will be any Country, 
or Government, that got a laſting fame,or Empire, 
by the unruly Paſſions, and unlawful Artemprs of 
private Men, Moſt ſurely many States have bin 
deſtroy'd by them, whileſt thoſe Kingdoms have 
bin alwayes moſt proſperous, and renown'd, where 
an orderly, well-difciplin'd Valor has bin moſt in- 
courap'd, and ſingle Outrages moſt ſeverely pu- 
niſh'd : where no force has bin thought honorable, 
bur what is juſtity'd by Authority : and that force 
15 honorable in the judgment of the Goſpel it lelf. 

Wherefore Secondly, as by private Men, for pri- 
vate Safety, though. not for private Revenge, the 
Sword may be juſtly. drawn ; ſo much more by all 
in a Public Cauſe, And then not only for Safety; 
bur alſo for Revenge : for Revenge too ; ſince: 
vengeance belongs only to God ; and to none be- 
tides himſelf, but to, the Public Sword, has God 
reſerved the repaying of vengeance. 

For juſt defence then, I ſay, and for juſt offence 
too, the Sword ought to be uſed in a Public Cauſe. 
Bur let us. remember, nothing can make it to be a 
Public Cauſe, but a lawful Authoricy. It can ne- 
Ve be made-(o by eyery,.or by any private Spirit. 

| It 
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It is moſt true. Divinity, -as well as Politics} thac 
none the moſt vehement perſuaſions, or difſuaſions 
of Conſcience, none. the greateſt pretences to new. 
Light,or Divine Inſpirations can juſtifie any Mems 
ber of a Chriſtian Scate, or Church, nor any whole 
' Church, to violate:the eſtabliſh'd Laws of their 
- * Country-by refiſting. Nay, therecan be no ſurer 
| proof of an erroneous Conſcience, of a Spirit, that 
| ' t5not of God, than this, if it ſhall provoke Men 
- , poſleſsd with it, under any colour of the Cauſe of 
God, to Arm againſt,” and by open force to oppoſe 
the Powers, that undoubtedly are of God, 
- *Tis true of old under the- Jewiſh. diſpenſation, 
God himſelf chought fit ſometimes , by an imme- 
diate call, different from that of the Civil Govern- 
f * ment, to excite private Men to draw the Sword, 
\ _ - and toperform acts of Supreme Juſtice. Yetthen 
he made them ceaſe tobe private Men any longer; 
firſt placed them in his own ſtead ; ſhew'd certain 
ſigns of his preſence with them; and often gave 
them the power of Miracles, to confirm what they 
did. So-that, no man now. ought to imitate ſuch 
extraordinary Examples , without being able to 
| produce the like extraordinary Commilſton. And: 
| that is not now God's method -any-longer. His 
. reveal'd Law being now completely diſcover'd; 
| God himſelf has ſeldom, or-never now recourſe to 
{ach inſtances. of-his abſolute-Prerogative. And: 
therefore certainly no man ought to uſurp _—_— 
1s5 
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his pleaſure. 'To the Law, and to the Teſtimony, 
co his written Word, he now refers us; and, asthar 
commands, to Kings, and all that are in Authority ; to 
whom alone he has committed the executive part 
of his common Power,as to the Vicegerents upon 


Earth of his Juſtice and Mercy, 


; Thirdly therefore, on a public Call only, and 
only in a public Caule, can juſt public Arms be ta- 
kenup ; and ſo they may be even by Chriſtians : 
forthe Cauſe of God.and the King : which,though 
in words they ſcem divided, yet in realicy they are 
one, and the ſame, and inſeparable : as the ſame 
Sword, of old, was call'd the Sword of the Lord, 
and of Gideon, the Supreme Magiſtrate, This, my 
Brethren, is not only the beſt , but the only true 
Cauſe of God in this World,for which all Subje&s 
are bound in Conſcience to fight; the Cauſe of 
their lawful Soveraign, that which he Authorizes, 
either by his Perſon , or his Commiſſion', or his 
Allowance. 

This, I ſay, is the only true Cauſe even of God, 
which can juſtly call for your Swords. Beſides this, 
we know, God has another Cauſe in the ' World ; 
that of his own Church, and the true Religion : 
which whenever it is united with the Soveraign 
Authority ; as, Bleſſed be God, it is in our Nation, 
then thar. is of all others unqueſtionably, a Cauſe 
the molt ſacred, the neareſt, and deareſt ro God 
himſelf, But wherever the Cauſe of the true-Re- 
| i; ET SS 
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ligion, and chat of the Supreme Power, are at 


variance, then God himſelf is pleas'd to take his 
own Religion into his peculiar care ; to maintain, 
and adyance itiaa way , that of all others is the 
moſt Divine , a way: that is more efteem'd of God 
himſelf, let me ſay it, than even your way of cri- 
umphant Arms, and Conqueſt, For ſuch is the 
way of gentle teaching, and innocent living, and 
patient ſuffering, and meek obedience, 
By.this Method only God choſe to begin the 
Goſpel,and firſt rais'd the Chriſtian Church whileſt 
the Empite was. Heathen , and the World idola- 
trous, and by no ether Methods,. but ſuch as cons 
form to this, moſt ſurely not by forcible reſiſtance , 
or open violence, does (God {till allow the Goſpel 
to be carried on by Subje&ts ; wherever the. So- 


' veraign Power is addited to Superſtition, or Ido- 


latry, : 
But what, ſay they , muſt we not arm againſt 
the lawful Prince for the Cauſe of God, | and his 


Truth 2 How then ſhall we exerciſe our Zeal for 
the true Religion 2 What then will become of the 


true Religion it ſelf ? 
No, notfor the Cauſe of God. For then at 


beſt, you will oppole one Cauſe of God againſt 


another : and, as you orderit, the falle Cauſe of 


God againſt the crue : and thus for the ſeeming; 


incereft of- Chriſtianity , you iairinge the funda» 
en Not: 


mental Precepts of it,. 


res 
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-* Not you, My Brethren. | I ſpeak this for the 
ſake of ſome without Doors ; if they would but 
hear us. But alas! they make it a part of their 
Religion not to hear us. However I muſt ſay, that 
Zeal may be irregular, and wicked, though in the 
Cauſe of the true Religion. Zeal 1s nor only to 
be juſtify'd by the cauſe, which raiſes ic ; but as 
much by the authoriry on which it a&ts, As for 
the right, and-well-order'd Zeal, whenever it has 
not the count'nance, or concurrence of the Ma- 
giſtrate ; it ought only to be employ'd in peaceable 
Actions : in their Wiſhes,and Studies,and Prayers ; 
in their Counſels, and Adviſes, when call'd to it ; 
bur chiefly in amending their own lives, and turn- 
ing the edge of their Zeal on their own Sins; by 
that innocent, but effe&tual way too, to do their 
parts to preſerve, and ſpread the true Faith. 

Wherefore let them no longer intitle the true 
Religion to their own Diſcontents, or Ambitions. 
What Religion can there be, in Mens perſuing 
violent paths, on a pretence of the Glory of God, 
but contrary to his expreſs commands ? Let them 
practiſe its duties ; and God will aflert its intereſt, 
Religion deſires none to be its Champions, except 
they firſt become its Diſciples; and ſuch are not 

Rom, 3. they who will do evil, that good may come, 

Can ſuch men think to give us better examples 
for the propagating Religion, than the firſt great 
Maſter, and Founders of Chrfluniy did 2 or ca 
gi ency 
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they. hope fox better Succe(s in ir, than they, had 2 2 
and what way did chey judge beſt? what by Ex: 
perience did they find bel to, promote it 2 Prodir 
gious: indeed was: the Goſpels firſt increaſe + Buy 
tar more. admirable the means of it ; which were 
chiefly their Enemies Perſecutions, their: own 
SubmuſGon, and the power of Miracles. - By the 
wanders they wreyght, they exerciſed a violence 
over Nature ; but none over . Laws, .or civil. Goy 
vernments, tochange, or to, ſubvert them. - By 
a lowly yielding to the Heathen Empire, they firlt 
ſofren'd its fury, then converted is + they pioully 
render 'd to their C&ſars the things , that were Cſars : 
they cheerfully pay'd them Tribute ; readily rgok 3 
up Arms. at their Summons ; molt. willingly. per- : 
form;d all their Laws , except ſuch as that of ados, : 
ring them. Though they could not be induced 
by fear, or favour to.rank their Princes equal. 
with their God , yet they preſerved them in the 
next place ; thaugh they .would, never, worſhip, 
them. as Gods upon Earth, . yet 'they religiouſly 
obey'd them as God's Deputies and Repreſenta-, 
tives ; they judg'd thoſe., wha rebell'd againſt. 
ther, worthy of Death, as if they, had actually 
rebell'd againſt God himfelf,, What.celle means, 3 
St. Paul ? when, in ſo many words, he declares, Rom.132. : 
Tar whoſoever reſiſteth the Power , refaſteth the Ordi-- | 
nance of God : and they that reſeit ſhall receive to them- 
jelves Damnation. Our of all-doubt, hethere ſpeaks 
. ek | E ; 
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of the Temporal Powet, and of Ecertal Damna- 
tion to erifile 1ypon reffting it : than which what 
wtrore grievns Puniſhment cond have bin inflict 
edhad they itnmediarely reſifted God hinnelf > 
And recolle&, 1 intrext you, the rime , when 
this ws ſo poſitively pronounc'd by St. Paal, It 
muſthave bin wticten, under the refgn of Claudius 
ot Neyo. So that it is evident , al cher reſifted 
thetn, were, - without repentance, m a darnnable 
Rate, - Can there be chen any colour ſo ſpecious, 
any cauſe fojuſt, in which, inſtead of Damnacrion,a 
Chriſtian ſubje& tnay juſtly expect to receive to 
himſelf Salvation, on the account of refiſting 2 +. 
Was it then forbidden, on the penalty of ever- 
lafting Death , to rebel againſt thoſe Emperors, 
moft ctnel Tyrants, moſt fierce Enemies to the 
Chriſtian Name, Monſters of Men , either of no- 
Religion, ora falſe one, and yet a difgrace to Hea- 
chenifm it ſelf ?- if however on the moſt ſolemn: 
obligation of Conſtience, they were not ro be op- 
d,much leſs deſtroy'd by any Chriftians ; what 
can be ſaid 'greater , or more auguſt chan this ? 
what ſtronger, what more ſacred Confirtnation 
of be grven to our confcientions obe icnce tw rno- 
ther-thanner of Authority > By tow many more 
tyes, Temporal, and' Frernal, rc we bound co- 
yield a-faithful ſubje&ion cto-1 Chriſtian King ? 
Under whoſe gentle Protetion, his Subje&ts pro- 
ſper ; thovgh ſole almoſt apainft their wills : 
"3 + * 
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2 King, whole Power is only ſhewa by moderate 
Laws, Which to his mildneſs owe their Modera« 
tion : ina word,: a King, whois the beſt nurfing 
Father of the beſt Qhurch inthe Chriſtian Warld. 
ag this Dodtrine,, I know the Eacmies of 
our 


eace will be ready. with their old, awd obſao- 

lece Obje&tion, That his is Court Flattery, and a 
Divinity only fic for Camps, and ftanding-Aravies. 
Imuſt tell chem, it had bin well for eur Countey, 
if we had never heard of worke Camp-Divinity 
than this , we had then never felr'the real cyranay 
of a ſtanding Army. And if they would 'conſulc 
Scripture for ether uſes, than to peryere it, they 
would ſoon be coavinc'd, that this is gaod Exvan- 
gelical Divinity. Nay, this Afembly gives me 
confidence to inform them, whaz they will be nnove 
loath to hear , that now , Gad be praisd, this is 
not only good Camp,but good Ciry-Divinity too. 
But, when weceach the great Dodtrine of Qbe- 
dience, if we mult be faid ro flatter, our comfert 
is, we flatter in no worſe company , than thac of 
the Apoſtles, Se. Peter, and Se. Paw!, and well 
of all the divinely-inſpixed Peamacn of the Bible. 
However when they accuſe the Church of »ll 
of this kind of Flattery, chat is, of unfhaken 
to the Crown, let them condider , which of che 
ewo is the more excuable Flattery : 00 haimnoui! 


Flactery 
the uacertain populace, and the yaſtable welgar, 
which to ſorve A” = ; Or 60 Pucach 
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' 2Ac@$abmiflion to the Lawfal eftabliſh'd Governs 


Fant; Which to obey is the ſafeſt Liberty? | 

Yea fee, My Dear Brethren, the couffe' of my 
Axgattem has bronght usto ſuch a Cauſe , as 18 
worthy of your Swords, if need ſhall require. 
Lhoagh the Ardour of your Loyal Valour nwſt 
giveme leave to ſav, I hope, and I veriby'belfevs, 
there will be no ſuch need. 1 am perſuaded, thd, 
i chink, I may preſage, that this preſent alacrity, 
and vigor, to which you, and His Majeſtic's ocher 
Loyal Subje&s have bin :of late fgwiken'd, this 


' Cheerful poſtrre, and prepared readineſs of yout 


- Swords to be drawn, will be an abundant Safety 


to our King, and Country withoar once drawing 
chem, Snch will be the Janocente,, as well: as 
Fnſtice of your Arms, ſuch rhe deſpernte condirich: 
of your Adverſaries ; that whenever they dra 
ther Swords againſt rheir Prince, they fait chro: 
away the Scabbatd*: whileſt yours, by G6d'sPier 
vidence, being manag'd with an ordinary witch 
fnlnefs, and ſobriety, will be ſufficient eo defend. 
him, withogt ever fn{heathing them. _ 

But if, which God mibs Infrarre Mercy a4e1t, 
f ever theſame tumudtnuom fpitit, on the ſire 
groundleſs infiguations, thall ofre more wmiarunte 
thee corrupt-part of the 'Navion ,- vb theit-own De 
fcadtion, 00 their own certainly twill be ar Loſt ; 
if they -do not agath icert Iidh the likes wevcy, 


Bari God, in is walbacchable Judgenencs, - - 
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 beforhthe Atillery.Civipany. 
ſuffer dur Country;in the ſame Age,to be ſcourge. 
again the ſame calamicous way:: then what can'be 


2-more-Noble, or-more-Pious Cauſe, wherein to. 


employ your Arms, than this of .the King, and his. 
Family ? _ ie 'f | a» 

. A Cauſe, in which you will ſcarce meet with 
an;:Enemy, but he, or-his Relations hayeibin alreas; 
dy forgiven. And ſe they will. 'carry about, with, 
them-rthe black guilt, nor only of Rebellion , bur. 
of an uagraceful- Rebellion, ahrPades receiv:d ;, 
a Sia, which che Deyilis not, 6apable of commut-. 
ting; Whil'{E you nilthbavea Conſe «in. which all 
your ſeveral IntereRs, that are-el{ewhere [catter'd, 
of perſonal Preſervation, of political Duty,,of con-, 
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{cientiousObedieace,arenited, [1 this.ope Caulg,, .:. 


all your Countries Bleſſings 4, all your? Chuxches| 


Righes, all your OW n Securmes 'Qf &:1 volved +," Sex: 


dcfending his Life, -his Throge, *bo is the breath: 


af our. Naſtrils ,. the ain afie Lord i. wha'bas: 
ot oraly this common. thine with ; other hjngs 
that heis the Image of. the-Divine Poweer!, buthas, 
This peculiar «othimſelf, -argomputnicared- to-him: 
with very few,thathe isrhe Im2ge of che Diyine: 
Mexcy. : of whelſt Abhorrence of .all-Illegal-Op- 
preifogs, or Arbitrary Proceedings.,! if, the 'prace 
of all his formes Oblivions, ;:and Indemnicies-has 
not 6 ,cqnviedd on; ftubboja - Generation of 
Men, after they-haye {6 langinjay'd che, benches 
<fthetm,vhar:abed theyany,pither new Argument, 
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| chan this here before me 2? thac when he has ſuch x 
Nobility, and Gentry, ſuch a Milicia of che whole 
Kingdom, eſpecially yours corirely at his Service ; 

yet he is pleas'd to ute your 'Artns-no orcherwiſe 
than now, in the peaceful Exerciſes of War. 

' For fach a King, whileft his Goodnels, and Be» 

ionity gives you no occafions to fighe for him, 
on canall hisSubje&ts do leſs, rhan te love, and 
revere him in Peace? to yield him an ative Obe- 
dience the more cheerfully ,ſmce he has raken care, 
we ſhall have no opportunities of giving him a paſ- 
ſive Obedience 2 not only not to hinder bur to per- 
form hisjuſt Commands ? to think -onr ſelves only 
capable of being a great People, by making him 

Rom.13-1- orearer ? Every Soul to be Subje to bm? So, if we 

elieve Sc. Puy!, there is a neceffity we ſhould be. 
|| .nom13.4. The Phraſe in the Oripinal is *Aniym Taollontr ; 
which ſignifies the ngceflicy not only of a celd, and 
forc'd, and meerly 4aft SubjeRion ;. bur of a regu» 
lar, weldiſpoſed Submiflion ; not only to live 
quietly, but in a quiet order ; nay more, to live, 

ak were in Mihicary Order under him. For the * 

word belongs ro your Profeſſion. The Rules of 

the warlike Art are properly call'd TaQticks, and 
fach Thould be our Obedience to oor Soverxign : 
foexa&, as that which = pra&tiſe in Armies : 
fo, asftritly to obſerve his Orders ;/ fo, as to be 
careful nor to tranſgreſs his Laws, for love of 
him, more than for fear of Punifhment z fo , as 


to 
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before the Artillery Company. 0 
to be filent from Murmurifigs, loud only in Ap- 
plauſes, and Thanks to Almighty God for the feli- 
cities of his Reign. 

Happy all his Subjefts ! if all were bur ſenſible 
of their Happineſs, and would do their parts to 
perpetuate it, Happy! it all would remember 
what he has forgot : and rememaber ir, not to up- 
braid others, but to beware, and grow wiſer them- 
ſelves for the _— ! if all were ſuch 
as you. So willing to obey the King in quiet times; 
fo "Kilfal to fon rakes br pros eva of his 
Juſtice ; ſo ready, and able to guard him againſt: 
all Confuſtons. 

Such an Academy of Arts, as well as Arms;. 


ſuch a Company of. Citizens ; ſuch a Nurſery of. 


Commanders cannot, under God, but afford him: 
a ſure defence in- his Wars ; as you do already- 


ſupply him with the Riches, and- Ornaments of 


Happy is the Peopleythat i in {us 
People, whoſe God-is the Lord ! The Lord of Hoaſts ;. 
who giveth Salvation to Kings ; who delivercth his Ser 
vant David from- the hurtful Sword; and arms him 


Peace. ; 
a Caſe ! Fappyas the 


with the Sword of. Juſtice ; which he manages by £144, 


a law of Kindneſs : and which I beſeech Almighty 
God, may flouriſh in his hand, for many, mas» 
ny years; in his Houſe, for ail Generations to, 
come. Amen. 
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